Today’s Gospel links us to that part of our Mass we
call “The Presentation of Gifts.” We heard Deacon
Roy proclaim what Jesus said to his disciples:

“if you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that
your brother has anything against you, leave your gift
there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your
brother, and then come and offer your gift.”

... It's a good thing we’re not fundamentalists, or this
church would empty out at halftime!

... Most of us need reconciliation with somebody.
Either we have hurt or angered someone, or
someone has done the same to us.



Jesus tells us: do something about it. We're not to
have the mindset, “I'll get around to it sometime.”
We’'re to begin seeking out the people we need to
forgive or who need our forgiveness. This isn’t easy.
Here’'s where | have to tell myself: practice what you
preach, John.



When the Procession of Gifts comes forward, it's a
reminder of Jesus’s command: of our need for
reconciliation with the people we avoid, or with the

people who avoid us, so our gifts will be acceptable to
our Father in heaven.

... In addition to reminding us of our need for
reconciliation, there is a second aspect to The
Presentation of the Gifts.



When the gifts come forward -- the collection and the
bread and wine -- they represent that we’re giving our
lives completely to the God who made us.

... Sorry, it's not just about throwing money at God in
the collection, and then going off and doing our own
thing. It's about total Self-Offering: surrendering our
lives to God, entrusting our work or retirement and
our family and friends to him.

3 people have found a way to express this idea of
Self-Offering better than | ever could.



The first is the prophet Job. “The Lord giveth and the
Lord taketh away. Blessed be the name of the Lord!”

In other words, if God gives us good things, we praise
and thank him; if God gives us the cross, we praise
and thank him -- because everything is God'’s, and we
trust in his love for us.



St. Ignatius of Loyola captures this idea of self-
offering. He wrote a classic, short prayer that many of
us use after communion. It goes like this:

“Take, O Lord, and receive: my entire liberty, my
memory, my understanding and my whole will. All that
| am and all that | possess You have given me: |
surrender itall to You to be disposed of according to
Your will. Give me only Your love and Your grace;
with these | will be rich enough, and will desire
nothing more.”



dquaum d0j diSNW

asim ydasol Aq

=
S
=
==
e
€S
=
=
=
=

And there’s a musical composer from the 1960’s, Joe
Wise. He wrote a song for the Presentation of Gifts,
and the lyrics are: Take our bread, we ask you, take
our hearts, We love You, take our lives, Oh Father we
are Yours, we are Yours.” ... Take our bread, take our
hearts, take our lives, we are yours. | couldn’t say it
any better.

The Presentation of Gifts is about self-offering: the
bread and wine are products of our earth and
symbolize our world and our life; they also signify the
work of our hands and our daily labor ... we offer God
everything, and then he gives us the bread of life and
our spiritual drink.

So when we see the Presentation of Gifts, think:
Reconciliation and Self-Offering.
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Now let's take a look at the prayers for the
Presentation of Gifts in the New Roman Missal.



The prayers we use for offering our bread and wine to
God are the meal prayers that were used by Jewish

people in Christ’s time to bless the bread and wine at
table.

These prayers are said quietly by the priest if music’s
being played, otherwise they are said out loud.

For the bread, the priest will lead everyone in prayer
with: “Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,



for through your goodness we have received the
bread we offer you:

fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will
become for us the bread of life.”

The translation here better emphasizes that all of us
together are offering the bread to God. It also makes
clearer that everything we have comes from God: it's
through God’s goodness that we have the bread we
offer. We also hear the echo of St. John’s Gospel,
where Jesus says: “l am the bread of life.” (Jn 6:48)

Your response doesn’t change. It’s still “Blessed be
God forever.” Those words come from St. Paul’s
Letter to the Romans.



The Deacon (or priest) quietly says a prayer when he
mixes water with wine. It's a Christmas prayer. The
words remind us that people of faith participate in
God’s divine life because the Son of God became a
human being and is united with us.

The mixing of the water with wine symbolizes how
intimately we are united to Christ: just as the water
unites with the wine, so has Christ bonded himself
with people of faith who offer their lives to him. This
union is so strong that nothing can sever it, just as the
water can no longer be separated from the wine.

This is the prayer that's used:



“By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.”



When the Presider offers the cup, he says: “Blessed
are you, Lord God of all creation,



for through your goodness we have received the wine
we offer you:

fruit of the vine and work of human hands
it will become our spiritual drink.”

Again, the new translation makes clearer that
everything we have comes from God: it's through
God’s goodness that we have the wine we offer.

Your response doesn’t change. It's still “Blessed be
God forever.”
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The Presider then says a quiet prayer over the gifts.
It's been retranslated. The priest bows and, on behalf
of everyone gathered, he prays and presents the gifts
to Almighty God in a spirit of humility, saying:



“With humble spirit and contrite heart

may we be accepted by you, O Lord,

and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, Lord God.”

This prayer comes from the Book of Daniel.



After this, the Presider washes his hands and says
quietly



“Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.”
This prayer is from Psalm 50.

At next month’s Children’s Mass, I'll explain why we
still do the washing of the hands.



And then we conclude this part of the Mass with an
invitation and a prayer. The priest will address
everyone saying:



“Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and
yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty
Father.”

This new translation makes a stronger statement that
the sacrifice of the Mass is not just the priest's Mass!
All of you in the Assembly are part of this sacrifice,
we’re offering ourselves — you’re not just spectators.



And now we come to the only change you have to
deal with in this part of the Mass. So let’s say it
together: ...

“May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good

and the good of all his holy Church.”

There’s one word change: the addition of the word
“holy.” That's because it's in the original Latin text.



So to quickly summarize all this: the Presentation of
Gifts represents:

*First, that if we want our worship to be acceptable to
God, each of us must personally strive to be
reconciled with the people who give us cold pricklies.
Or else we’re confronted with what St. John writes in
his First Letter: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but
hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not
love a brother whom he has seen, cannot love God
whom he has not seen.” (1Jn 4:20) ...



* Second, when we see our donations and the bread
and wine come forward, and hear the prayers for
the offering of the bread and wine, we recognize
that everything we have comes from God and we
owe him everything. We can joyfully offer our lives
to God'’s will for us, because we know he loves us
and will take care of us.



* Third, when we see the water mixed in with the
wine, we remember how we are united to Christ,
how he is totally committed to us, nothing can
separate us from him. We look forward to sharing
eternal life with him when we maintain our faith in
him, seek reconciliation with our brothers and
sisters, and trust him enough to offer our lives to
him.



And finally, the closing prayer to this part of the
Mass reminds us this is everyone’s Mass. We
unite our lives with Christ’s, we unite our sacrifices
with Christ’'s. Every Christian has the dignity of
what we call the Priesthood of the Faithful.



