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| want to start out by saying how proud | am of all of you,
because when | went to the Diocesan Ministry Fund Kickoff
meeting in Pueblo a couple weeks ago, St. Pius Parish was
the poster child for the DMF campaign. There were 5 kickoff
meetings held throughout the Diocese, and at all of them,
St. Pius was held up as the model for a successful DMF
campaign. We were on the big screen in bright lights. We
showed that once DMF was better explained and
understood, people will support it.



We transformed ourselves from a parish that never met its
goal, to a parish that not only met its goal, but exceeded its
goal. That's the second reason we can celebrate today. Any
money collected by the Diocese from a parish that exceeds
its DMF goal is refunded to the parish for its local ministry.



DMF 2011

SPX Goal: $46,073
SPX Pledges $50,217
Return to SPX$ 4,144

Our parish goal last year was $46.073. Our pledge
collections to date amounted to $50,217. That means that at
the end of next month, St. Pius will receive a check from the
Diocese for $4,144. Thank you so much! Give yourselves a
round of applause!



We are surrounded
by the abundance

of God

This year our DMF goal is $48,812 — an increase of $2,739.
Our goal is higher because our DMF assessment is based
on a percentage of our average offertory collection, and our
offertory collection grew this year. Even so, | know we can
reach our new goal.



I'd like to touch briefly on some of the ways that the money
given to DMF is used — if | tried to cover everything, it would
probably take a half hour, and | know that is not a good
idea. So | hope this sampling of reasons will be adequate.
Just know there are more good examples.

The purpose of the Diocesan Ministry Fund is to fund the
Ministries of the Diocese that are beyond the scope of what
our individual parish can provide, the ministries we can’t
afford to do on our own. For example:



Ordaining

Priests
and
Permanent
Deacons

paying for seminarians’ education so we have priests, and
for deacon formation so we have deacons;



locally

Last year, Catholic Charities
served over 15,000 people

taking care of the poor through Catholic Charities, especially
in the areas of housing, utility assistance and emergency
assistance — Catholic Charities can only help a fourth of the
people who come through its doors;



negotiating the best property and liability insurance rates for
us, so we can keep our doors open;



maintaining a backup database of our sacramental records,
so that if a Fire or other disaster would destroy those
records in our office, people would still be able to prove they
were baptized or confirmed or married in the Church;
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publishing our monthly newspaper, Today’s Catholic, to
keep us informed, and our diocesan website;
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doing our payroll;
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operating the Marriage Tribunal,;
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ongoing continuing education for our priests, deacons,
Directors of Religious Education and catechists; and
maintaining a Library that provides resources for parishes
strapped for cash that can't afford to buy religious education
DVDs or books.
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Reaching out

to the
men and
women
In prison

When we think of prisoners, we tend to lump everyone
together and write them off. Because they made a terrible
decision somewhere, we forget they have dignity. But when
a member of your family goes to prison, and we have
several parish members in this situation, you don’t lose sight
of their dignity. Their families know their goodness, their
worth, their lovableness, in spite of that fateful, bad choice
they made.
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These families care about that member of their family who is
in prison, and they want the Church to be available for them
in prison. This requires a special ministry because of how
complicated it is to get a security clearance to enter a
prison. So 2 years ago our Diocese started a formal

Institutional Ministries Department that provides ministry to
prisoners.
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The Diocese also provides ministry to college campuses, a
time when it's easy to lose faith. And don’t | know it. I'm
ashamed to say | dropped out of the church for a few years
then — instead of being grateful to God for all his blessings
to me, | was selfish.
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1 Peter 4:10

As each one has
received a gift, use It
to serve one another
as good stewards of
God’s varied grace.

So please remember how generous God has been to you
and to all of us, and respond generously back. | especially
appeal to those of you who have not given to this before.
Please give something, no matter how small. You don’t
have to choke it up now. You can pledge something today
and pay it later. This is to help your needy brothers and
sisters in Southern Colorado. Please don’t blow them off!
When all the parishes in our Diocese pull together, we see
how much can be done for the Church in Southern
Colorado.

Now it's time to fill out the pledge cards.
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Thank you so much for your pledge!
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